
 

Christ Lutheran Church      1 

  Whatõs Inside 

 

2 Christ First by  

      Pastor Quardokus  

3 Advent Sermon Series  

4 From the Principalôs Desk 

5 In Our Prayers  

6 SCRIP Program/Poinsettia 

Order Forms  

7 Thanksgiving Dinner  

8 Memorials & Gifts  

9 Birthdays & Anniversaries  

10 Financials  

11 News & Events  

12 Cookie Walk  

13 December Calendar  

Christmas Eve Worship  
Lessons & Carols  
5:00 & 7:00 p.m.  

 

Christmas Day Communion 
Worship Service  

9:30 a.m.  

A publication of Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, Michigan 

 

The Christ Times November 2015  

Volume XCI  

Number 11  
The Christ Times 

DECEMBER 2015 
Volume ÅXCII 
Number XII  

What is the nature of God?  

Some people see God as strictly a judg-

mental God. He condemns sin and all hu-

manity and must be placated. We must do 

the right things in the eyes of God in order 

to be saved. This was how Luther grew up, 

being afraid of Godôs wrath.  

Others see Godôs most important char-

acteristic as being sovereign. God is the 

maker and creator of all things, and there-

fore our job is to worship and adore him. 

Still others see God as strictly merciful 

and gracious. All sins will be forgiven and 

therefore you need not teach or focus on sin 

(itôs too negative). Instead, since all sin is 

forgiven, you only need to learn how to live 

a better life. 

However, St. John has a different view-

point: 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for 

love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8Any-

one who does not love does not know 

God, because God is love. 9In this the 

love of God was made manifest among 

us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through 

him. 10In this is love, not that we have 

loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our 

sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one anoth-

er, God abides in us and his love is per-

fected in us. 1 John 4:7-12 (ESV) 

Notice in verse 8 how John sums up the 

nature of God: God is love. But, what does 

this mean? 

The concept of love is all encompass-

ing. It includes all the viewpoints men-

tioned at the beginning, and more. Love is 

judgmental and punishes, for the good of 

the recipient. (A parent punishes a child for 

his own good.) Love is thankful and gives 

praise. Love is merciful and does forgive 

again and again.  

But a key element of all of these aspects 

of love, is that love is selfless. Love consid-

ers others first. Then, love acts. Love 

serves. It shows itself in deeds.  

Since God is love, he needed something 

to love, and so he created you.  

Since God is love, he saw you in sinful 

separation from himself, and he redeemed 

you to bring you back to himself. 

Since God is love, he sanctified and 

purified you, giving you strength.  

God manifests his love, makes it visi-

ble, through his son (vv9-10). If you want to 

see Godôs love, look to the manger. Jesus 

loved you so highly, that he gave up his 

golden halls for a straw filled stable. He 

gave up his throne in heaven for a manger 

filled with hay. He gave up the glory of his 

divinity for the humility of human flesh. 

Jesus loved you so much that he gave up 

everything to serve you. He came down to 

earth, was born of the virgin Mary, was cru-

cified, died and was buried ï for you!  

During this Advent season, we look 

forward, with great anticipation, to the com-

ing of Christ, and the love of God that he 

brings. Look to the manger and remember: 

God loves you!       Pastor Measel 

God is love                                by Pastor Measel 
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Christ First  
By Pastor Quardokus 

 

Terrorists in Paris  
and 

Syrian Refugees  
 

I usually reserve this page for news and notes 
about mission and ministry at Christ Lutheran 
Church.  However, a number of our members have 
been concerned about the proper Christian re-
sponse to the recent terrorist attacks and the refu-
gee crisis that has inundated Europe. 

This space is short so these thoughts will neces-
sarily be incomplete. I will be glad to share more 
with anyone who would like to dialog on this topic.   

Apparently some well meaning Christians have 
seen their personal opinions on these two separate 
but linked matters as defining what it means to be a 
Christian.  Some have gone so far as to say that 
those who disagree can in no way be considered 
Christian people.  

This is an unfortunate turn of events but under-
standable when strong emotions are involved. Our 
Christian faith does not depend on a particular 
stance toward current events or a political party.  
Our Christian faith rests solely on Christ, His cross 
and resurrection and the truths revealed in Holy 
Scriptures. Anything else is contrary to Godôs word 
and the Lutheran Confessions. 

We all are certainly dismayed at the display of 
evil that is evidenced by terrorist attacks in Paris 
and other places around the world.  One may ask, 
ñWhy doesnôt God protect us from such evil?ò  The 
answer is that the ordinary means that God uses to 
protect us from evil is the establishment of govern-
ments and their use of police and military might to 
protect the people under their care. (Read Romans 
13:1-7). 

It sometimes happens that when the govern-
ment seeks to fulfill its god-given responsibility of 
protecting people, it may engage in activities that 
are forbidden to ordinary citizens, for example: the 
right to ñbear the swordò and punish wrongdoers.  

 

 

 
On the other hand, we as Christian people are 

called upon to be compassionate and caring to 
people in need, even our enemies. Beloved, nev-
er avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath 
of God, for it is written, ñVengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.ò To the contrary, ñif 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so 
doing you will heap burning coals on his 
head.ò Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.  Rom. 12:19-21 

So how does this affect our current situation?  
Since God has charged the government with the 
responsibility of protecting citizens from evil, it is 
appropriate for it to make decisions that may at 
first seem at odds with our definition of compas-
sion.  On the other hand, when God places people 
in front of us that are in need, our Christian re-
sponsibility is to help.  

Therefore, let the government do what God 
has required it to do and let the Christian people 
do what God has required them to do.  May God 
give us the wisdom to seek His ultimate will in this 
and all matters.  May we learn to live with Chris-
tian charity to all, even those who hold contrary 
opinions. 

 

Year End Giving  
 

God always provides us with more than we 
need.  Yet we cannot always see His plan in mak-
ing provision.  During this budget year, our faith-
promise giving has been running behind what we 
had anticipated. I have learned that we recently 
were required to drawn on our line of credit to 
meet our current obligations.  

Often in the past God has used the Christmas 
season, to help us catch up with budgeted obliga-
tions.  If God has placed you in a position to 
make a special year end gift to our church, 
please prayerfully consider it.  I ask that all 
would pray for Godôs continued sustaining hand 
for our ministry at Christ Lutheran. 
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Special Services 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.  

 

Christmas Day Worship  
With Communion 

9:30 a.m.  
 

New Yearõs Eve Worship 
With Communion 

7:00 p.m.  
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 6 -8:00 a.m.  

Sunday, December 20-10:45 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS IS A GREAT TIME 
TO INVITE 

 

    Consider that new neighbor . . or 
the person youõve struck a friend-
ship with at the craft shop . . oré 
Does that person have a church 
home?  If you donõt know,  

why not ask? 
Make this Christmas season your 
opportunity to invite someone to 
join you.  Itõs one great way to let 
your love for God shine through!  

ADVENT WORSHIP SERMON SERIES 
 

Godõs Powerful Promises Of 
Advent and Christmas 

 

First Sunday in Advent - November 29  
Our Promised Powerful King Comes. 

 

First Midweek Advent Service - Wednesday, December 2  
 God Gives the Powerful Promise of Hope. 

 

Second Sunday in Advent - December 6  
The Powerful Cry of John the Baptist  

 

Second Midweek Advent Service - Wednesday, December 9  
God Gives Powerful Promises in Baptism. 

 

Third Sunday in Advent - December 13  
Godõs Powerful Promise of Rejoicing. 

 

Third Midweek Advent Service - Wednesday, December 16  
Childrenõs Christmas Service, Joy to the World  

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent - December 20 
Godõs Powerful Promise Comes Though His Servant, Mary. 

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24 

Godõs Powerful Promise of Peace. 
 

Christmas Day 
December 25  

Godõs Powerful Promise of Light and Life.  
 

First Sunday after Christmas - December 27  
My Eyes Have Seen Your Powerful Promise of Salvation. 

 

New Yearõs Eve - December 31  
Godõs Powerful Promises Continue throughout the Year.  

 

The Second Sunday after Christmas - January 3, 2016  
Godõs Powerful Promise of Wisdom. 

 

The Epiphany of our Lord (Observed Thursday, January 7)  
Godõs Powerful Promises Revealed to the Wise Men.  
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ñAll I Neededò 
By Neil F. Webb 

 

  ñóBut please, please- wonôt you- canôt you 

give me something that will cure Mother?ô Up till 

then he had been looking at the Lionôs great feet and 

the huge claws on them; now in his despair, he 

looked up at its face. What he saw surprised him as 

much as anything in his whole life. For the tawny 

face was bent down near his own and (wonder of 

wonders) great shining tears stood in the Lionôs 

eyes. They were such big, bright tears compared 

with Digoryôs own that for a moment he felt as if the 

Lion must really be sorrier about his Mother than he 

was himselfò (C. S. Lewis- The Magicianôs Neph-

ew). 
 

 If ever there was the theme of grief and des-

pair in Literature from the point of view of a child, it 

is found throughout the story of C. S. Lewisô The 

Magicianôs Nephew. The book opens with a young 

Digory introduced as a blubbing boy (another way 

of saying crying like a baby). He later explains that 

ñso would youé if youôd lived all your life in the 

country and had a pony, and a river at the bottom of 

the garden, and then been brought to live in a beastly 

hole like thisé And if your father was away in India

- and you had to come and live with an Aunt and an 

Uncle who's mad- and if the reason was that they 

were looking after your Mother- and if your Mother 

was ill and was going to- going to- die.ò 
 

 The story is really quite a fantasy. Digory 

and Polly, through circumstances not their choosing 

explore new worlds. Along the way they become 

friends and overcome their differences all while  

attempting to somewhat forget the reality of Digo- 
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ryôs situation. And yet throughout the adventures of 

the story, nagging at the main character is the under-

lying despair of his dying mother. One gets the sense 

that death is certain and the child character Digory is 

trying to come to grips with it.  
 

 At Christ Lutheran this past Veteranôs day 

the theme of grief and despair was relayed to our 

students through stories from veterans in our com-

munity. These veterans visited our classrooms after 

a special chapel service dedicated to their service. 

Students were captivated by the descriptions of the 

norms of war and service in the military. Stories of 

how to survive while being forced to drink dirty wa-

ter, sleeping wherever one could find comfort, and 

being in a foreign land at the age of 18 spoke to the 

students in my classroom.  
 

 Throughout the discussion of one particular 

veteran that saw a lot of fighting in Italy in World 

War II, the theme of despair was a real impact for 

the students in my class. The veteran spoke of the 

duty of being the first one into battle regardless of 

the consequences. The students were silent as this 

man spoke of courage, fear, and despair. When it 

came to the end of the discussion, the veterans were 

asked to share the most important thing that they 

wanted the kids of our class to know. The World 

War II veteran immediately said that, ñeven in the 

darkest of despair, all I needed to know I learned in 

my Lutheran School. I knew that Jesus was with 

me.ò The students and teachers were speechless. 

Everyone in the room had heard what it took for this 

soldier to move forward into battle against almost 

certain death and despair and when he was asked 

what was most important for kids to know, it was 

that despite the horrid conditions of war, God was 

with him.  
 

 Our Lutheran Schools teach that God is with 

us. We teach that we are made in His image. With 

the Bible as our foundation, we instruct students of 

the importance of Godôs direction in our life. With 

that in mind, we pray that when our students grow 

up and meet the challenges that lie ahead, that their 

foundation is solid, that they can meet despair with 

the knowledge that God is with them, and that it 

matters. Being chosen by God, we pray that in the 

darkest hour, our students can say to God ñnot my 

will, but yours be doneò (Luke 22:42 English Stand-

ard Version). 
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 ̈HEALING  
Amee Mantei  

Andy Bickel  
Bea Rudlaff  

Dan Lake  
David Kunde  
Francis Krieger  

Gay Ross  
John Dorn  

Joyce Totzke  
Laura Lesher  
LouAnn McGregor  

Mary Panzica  
Nancy Duke  

Nate Gerken  
Rich Ziebart  
Ron Schalon  

Ron Szoke  
Shirley Selig  

Wilma Malinasky  
 

Andrew Gaul -grandson of Ida 

Gaul  

Art VanGarsel  -  brother of Ellen 

Machemer & Arlene Frobel  

Bernice Mock -  sister of Margaret  

Gerber  

Charles Wall  ï husband of Carol 

Wall  

Donna Arndt -daughter of Linda 

Steinke  

Emily Brandt -granddaughter of 

Helen Quardokus  

Fred Gerken - father of Andy 

Gerken  

Gerald Fricke ðfather of Carol 

Post  

Ginny & Shelby Grinzinger -
friends of the Pieplows  
 

Greg Nozicka -son of Joan 

Nozicka  

Jayden & Jordan  
McGregor -grandsons of 

LouAnn McGregor  

Jim Watson -  brother of Tom  

Watson  

Karen Nozicka -  daughter - in -

law  of Joan Nozicka  

Kim Scheffler -daughter - in -

law of Bob & Addie Scheffler  

Larry and Grace Gilmer -
brother and sister - in - law of Butch 

Ziebart  

Lisa Gast -daughter of Dan & Sue 

Lake  

Martin Schlager -Brother of 

Gary Schlager  

Phil Oberhaus -brother of  

Susan Jackemeyer  

Robert Burr -brother of Mary 

Panzica  

Ron Hickman ðfriend of Barb & 

Ken Mach  

Ronald Drews -brother of Al 

Drews  

Speed Davis  ï Nephew of Flor-

ence Wolfanger  

Stan Suwarsky -  brother of 

Deb Appelget  

Stephanie Ryman -
granddaughter of Bob & Marian 
Ziebart  

Virgie Bolli - friend of Mel & Ellen 

Machemer  

William Maul -brother of 

Charles Maul  
 
 

B̈irths  

Leo, son of Jessica & Mike  

Kinney, great -grandson of Al 
& Leni Weisser  

 
Hannah, daughter of  
Anthony & Brittany Cochran, 

ne Starkey.  Great -grandchild 
to Steve & Dianna Huycke.  

 

B̈irthdays  

Pastor Quardokus  
Mark Steffens  
 
 

Änniversaries   
Fred & Sally Knuth -  50th  

S̈ervicemen  
Brian Root  
Alex Root  

Jamison Kabelman  
Josh Barricklow  

Ray Hammer  
Patty Schmaltz  

Paul Pugh  

John Bielinski  
James Vieregge   

 

G̈eneral  
= Our country, president, those in 

authority, our current economic 

situation & those recently out of 

work  

=Our church, school, Sunday 

school, pastors,  teachers & all 

church workers.  
=Missionaries: BHLOM; Marcus 

Huff in British Columbia   *  

Rev. Roger James ï Sri Lanka  

Caitlin Worden -  Peru  

=All those suffering persecution 

and threat of death in Africa and 

middle east .  

=Success for Steven Ministry.  

= Chris & Alex Yeager as he begins 

his vicarage in California.  

=Success of Grief Share Ministry  

= For the victims and their families 

affected by the Paris attacks  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; 

I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever 

And love me, I pray.  

Bless all the dear children 

In Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven 

To live with Thee there. 

            LSB 365, stanza 3  
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The Christmas season is fast approaching! Remember to purchase scrip for all your shopping needs. We 
will have a limited supply of special $10 cards from Amazon, Outback, Target & Walmart.  Special $5 cards 
can be ordered for Barnes & Noble, Panera Bread, Starbucks, and Pizza Hut.  During the busy Christmas 
season, special orders are placed on Monday by 9:00 a.m.  and will be available for pick-up by Thursday 
afternoon.  Purchase your SCRIP on Sunday mornings after services or in the office during the week.   
Order forms are also available on the school web-site www.christ-luth.org .   

The order deadline for delivery in time for Christmas will be Monday, December 7th.  

Adorn the church for Christmas as well as honor or remember a loved one 

by placing a poinsettia order. Please place your order in the box provided 

on the welcome center credenza.  The cost is $7.50 per plant.  Deadline  

to order is December 8 th.  Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran  Church.  
 

 

Name______________________________________________ No. of Plants ______________ 
 

In Memory Of __________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor Of____________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.christ-luth.org
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THANK YOU to all the wonderful volunteers who helped make the 

turkey dinner a success! We so much appreciated your hands, 

your smiles, and your willing hearts to help wherever you were 

needed.                                                              The Turkey Ladies   



http://www.lhm.org
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